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* “Being a democratic institution means taking
an active stance towards accessing archives in
order to facilitate learning and development
for everyone”.

Archives, Access and Public Engagement

Archives, accés et participation du public

Swedish archivists Sara Grut and Maria Press

L ]
4 I
) (
International council on archives

Publication: 2017



How do we use the advantages and possibilities of digital archiving and communication to
broaden the impact of the archive and attract more users and partnerships?




Technical requirements

* Open your archive system and let your data be transferable to others
and to other websites:

* A website that is open for external calls — to allow for external use of your
data. Open API’s.

License descriptions of all records held in your collection (Common Creative-
system)

* Full control of user-rights, copyrights and legal, physical and digital accessibility.
Permanent URLs
Allow for easy entrance for digital records in your online catalogue

Prepare your archive system so that you can add special tags, that can be
used for filtering the content for exports or transfers.



Collecting the records and
stories of a department store

* The case; how do you supplement the business records of
department store with the voices and stories of people?

 Stories and records were collected from staffs, managers
and customers of a department store. ONLINE and out-of-
- —— the-office collection.

Stormagasinet Sallings historie -

e C‘: :m:; * These are mixed with records, attributed with relevant
= T tags in the digital archive system of the City Archive.

m N4
s - e and transferred to a special website with the API.

* Designed product for a special user-group.



http://sallingarkivet.dk/erindringer
http://sallingarkivet.dk/dk
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* The case; a grand scale transformation of a
prior hospital area into dwellings — how can
history enrich that process? How can
architects and planners be informed of the
history and relevant place identities?

e Captured records and oral histories from
patients, staffs, and neighbours. ONLINE and
out-of-the-office collection.

* Mixing the incoming records with records,
attributed with relevant tags in the City
Archive

e and transferring to a special website with the Tilfzeldig genstand Tilfzeldig erindring
API. - ‘ =
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http://amtssygehusarkivet.dk/dk

Capturering life-

sto ries Opdag erindringer

Ga pa opdagelse og find spandende erindringer ud fra kategorietr

* The case; capturing digitally life-stories of citizens o =
of all kinds in a relatively well-structured way.
Informatics.
* Method; engaging citizens in using online
thematic formulas to tell their story or tell
someone else’s story. Skolegang Min mor
* Documents are first presented on the website and
then transferred to the archive system and
indexed.
e Great public interest. A co-project of all Danish - -
local archives. 900 life-stories collected
e Part of Aarhus 2017 European Capital of Culture
Ferie



https://www.givdetvidere2017.dk/

Digital volunteering and Citizens Science

; Archives have a special advantage thinking of the long-
standing tradition for volunteering, that now is developing into digital
citizen science or digital citizens archivists.

* People have competencies. How do we match these with the
potentials of the City Archive holding the digital records?

* A fruitful, meaningful and modern partnership



Digitizing and indexing
printed minutes of Aarhus
City Council (1866-1997)

* The case; making available city council’s decisions and
deliberations;

* Linked to the archive’s analogue and digital collections.

* Used for contraction of central entities (individuals,
organizations, and locations)

* Will a ‘digitization open up the archive’?

* Ambition: to create a layer of narrative documents to raise
awareness of the content of the archive.

* The minutes represent 65,000 file cases and 6,227 meetings

| * Volunteers: transcribed and/or proof-read texts and
o annotated (marked) names of persons, organizations and

Troft | Stiftsbogtryteviet.

i O 187, »‘ locations.
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Indstilling fra Skoleudvalget angaaende Licitationstilbud paa Centralvarmeanleeg i Skolerne i Valdemarsgade og Frederiksallé.
Folgende Indstilling forelaa: Boilerrum og Hovedledning m. v. : H. Chr. Hansen & Co. for.... 26848 10 Kr. Centralvarmeanlasg i
Valdemarsgade: Aarhus Installationsforretning for 10902,80 " Centralvarmeanlaeg i Frederiksallé O. Bendixen for.
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(L0 ZEPHETAD Efter at Byraadet | Madet den 28de Marts d. A. (se Sag Nr. 403 - 1900) havde besluttet at

lade opfere en Brandstation paa Hjernet af ny Munkegade og Tunegades Forlaengelse,
havde Brandkommissionen ladet Arkitekt Kiihnel udarbejde Planer og Overslag til en
saadan Bygning, der herefter var beregnet at ville koste ca. 19,000 Kr. Samtidig hermed
forelaa to af Brandinspektgren udarbejdede Projekter med Overslag lydende paa
henholdsvis 13,000 Kr. og 16,500 Kr. | samtlige Belgb er indbefattet 5000 K. til Arealets

‘4 Afgravning og Brolasgning m. v., hvorimod intet er beregnet til Pladsens Indhegning, der var
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Gem og del filer i Document Cloud

Famere at vide

Each case or agenda item from the city council opens in a separate document,
with tags that generate automatic searches in the full digital archive register



http://byraadet.aarhusarkivet.dk/records/000181754

Transkribus, An EU-financed project
Machine-learning and text recognition

* More specific: develop software that can read and structure
handwritten text.

 Succes rate depends on the quantities of recognized documents (and
many more factors...)

* Involving digital volunteers to digitize a critical amount of Ground
Truth material (transcribed documents to be used as reference for
automatic recognition)



RETRO — digitization and
indexing of parish council
protocols and city council
minutes from all DK in
collaboration between
volunteers and archives.

Data will be transferred to
the participants for these
to produce their own
digital environments to
make use of the sources as
they please
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Scholars

Are you transcribing historical
documents? Handwritten or printed, from
the middle ages or from the 20th
century? Would you like to do this in a
highly standardized, flexible and reliable
way? And do you appreciate to get
support from automated tools such as
Handwritten Text Recognition and Layout
Analysis?

View details »
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Archives

Are you responsible for large collections
of handwritten and printed documents?
Do you believe that digitisation paves the
way to realise new opportunities to
access, enrich and explore archival
material? And are you open to involve
humanities scholars and volunteers so
that they can work with these documents
in an effective way — producing data
which can also be integrated in your
repository?

This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website
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Volunteers

Are historical letters, postcards
manuscripts or medieval documents
fascinating for you? Do you enjoy
deciphering handwriting — this wonderful
feeling when you can read something
which may be hidden to most other
people? And do you believe that
everyone can make a valuable
contribution to scholarship and science?

View details »

Scientists

Are you a computer scientist and working
in the fields of computer vision, document
analysis, pattern recognition, natural
language processing or a related field?
You are seeking interesting documents
from 1000 years of handwriting, printing
and publishing? And you would really
enjoy to get some reference data in a
well-acknowledged format, such as
PAGE?

View details »
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Loaded doc: Brabrand-Aarslev Forhandlingsprotokol 1841-1849, ID: 6700 ’
Current collection: | Aarhus Stadsarkiv, ID: 2914 |
Current filename: Braoranz-Hasstay Yorhanulingsprotokol 1841-1849_0005.jpg ’
Current image URL: htips: /s -t mbe 3. tUf ’Gxzt.’id::l'iGCCYNI(F‘_GSMF.'PPT”\i

Current transcript URL: | httos://dbis-thure.uibk.ac.at/f/Get?id=PFZGLODAVRFEZTVCWP ’
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Mission Statement of
Aarhus City Archives

e Aarhus City Archives’ mission is to give the
citizens of Aarhus facilities for reflection on the
past and the past's role for the present and on a
critical basis, create co-ownership to the city and
support the city’s brand.




