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Introduction : context

• Recent redeployment of the National Archives in Paris and in 
Pierrefitte-sur-Seine (Paris suburbs).
• Favourable context for innovative and interdisciplinary partnerships.
• New tools to disseminate resources and know-how of the National 

Archives 
• Favourable societal context for : 

• the opening of the archives relating to the Second world war ; 
• the emergence of cultural projects involving more directly the public.



Historical building since 1808 … 



… and new building since 2013



Plan

• Some research and valorization projects about archives of the first 
twentieth century and Second word war  : 
• the Paprik @ 2F project, about history of communism ; 
• exhibitions and workshops on educational service.

• Two projects aiming to nourish the social bond and increase 
knowledge :  
• The Migr’acteurs project, about old migrants in Ile-de-France ; 
• Testaments de Poilus = Collaborative transcription of the wills of soldiers 

killed in action during the First World War.  



Paprik@2F
International 
reference portal for 
the history of 
communism : 

- More than 5500 
documents on line ; 

- Forum, blog ; 
- Conferences



Paprik@2F: international reference portal for the 
history of communism
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MI 5, 
Meuble de la section 
signalétique 
de la Sûreté générale, 1942

Exhibition 
« Fichés ! - Identified ! »
2011



Exhibition
« Fichés ! - Identified ! »
2011
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Exhibition 
« Fichés ! - Identified ! »
2011
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Exhibition
« La collaboration », 2014



Exhibition « La collaboration », 
2014

Actors 

- Maréchal Pétain’s busts. 

- Jacques Doriot’s desk. 

- Meeting between Hitler and 
Pétain at Montoire, 24 octobre 
1940. 



Exhibition « La collaboration », 
2014

Jewish persecution

- « 14 july 2142, the last Jew is dead », Le Pilori, 14 july 1942.
- 16 july 1942, census register of Jewish people written by the 
3d district of Paris police commissariat and used for the Vel’d’hiv
round-up ;  arch. Préfecture de police, GB16. 



Exhibition « La collaboration » 
in Séoul, Corea, 2015



Exhibition « Hibakuska », 2017 : 
survivor’s drawings from Hiroshima and Nagasaki
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survivor’s drawings from Hiroshima and Nagasaki



Exhibition « Hibakuska », 2017 : 
survivor’s drawings from Hiroshima and Nagasaki



Educative woorkshops
• Públicos Collège Lycée (11-18 anos)
• Disciplinas Español, Historia, Clases európeas, Clases «Bachibac»
• Objectivos : Los alumnos trabajan en interdisciplinaridad, entre Historia y enseñanza del 

español. 
• 1 - Republicanos españoles en Francia (1939-1945): en 1939, unos meses antes del 

principio de la Segunda Guerra mundial, los combatientes republicanos y las poblaciones 
vencidas de la guerra civil española buscan refugio en Francia. Es el movimiento de 
migración más importante ocurrido entre ambos países. Los alumnos preparan y 
presentan cortas ponencias sobre varios aspectos del exilio.

• 2 - Imágenes de la guerra civil española (1936-1939) : la guerra civil española es uno de 
los momentos más trágico de la historia de España y de Europa, como prólogo a la 
Segunda guerra mundial. A partir de documentos iconográficos incautados por la policia
francesa se estudia las técnicas propagandisticas utilizadas por ambos bandos para 
convencer a las poblaciones civiles. Se comenta carteles y se identifica el vocabulario 
propio a la propaganda. Los alumnos preparan y presentan cortas ponencias sobre varios 
documentos iconográficos de la Guerra civil, de ambos bandos, utilizando un dossier 
pedagógico especialmente preparado para ellos.



Migr’acteurs : 
about hold migrants 
in Ile-de-France

Links between : 
generations
people from diferent
origines  
Social workers, archivists, 
students, young artists

to promove old migrant 
people memories, life and 
dreams.  



Migr’acteurs : welcome to National archives
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Migr’acteurs : testimonies and exhibition



Migr’acteurs : exhibition and book



Migr’acteurs : coworking
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Migr’acteurs : coworking



Migr’acteurs : how share our memories



Testaments de poilus : 

Collaborative 
transcription of the 
wills of soldiers 
killed in action 
during the First 
World War



Testaments de poilus 

- Envelope of Georges François Marie Auguste 
Nicolon’s will, died for France at Paissy (Aisne), 10 
february 1917 (Archives nationales, 
MC/ET/LIX/1094)  ; envelope of C Herpin’s will. Crédit photographique : Mélisa Locatelli (DMC)



Testaments de poilus : Emile Quainon’s will



Testaments de poilus : transcription platform



Conclusion 
• The second scientific, cultural and educational project implemented

for 2017-2020 continues our determined effort to mobilize archives
beyond the field of historical research, on themes that are more
directly relevant to citizens and likely to actively involve them, such as
"Circulations and migrations", "Opinions, commitments, challenges",
"France at war, the war in France", or "History of nationality : new
tools, new questions".
• These projects must promote the sharing and widespread

appropriation of heritage by the public, taking into account the issue
of the cognitive divide, preserving critical approaches such as the
plurality of memories : this is how the National Archives contribute to
the transition from the information society to the knowledge-sharing
society



Conclusion 

Through this desire for accessibility, the
National Archives of France are
implementing, at their level, the Declaration
of the Rights of Man and the Citizen which
they preserve, a Declaration registered by
UNESCO in the Memory of the World
Register in 2003 and already presented for
this purpose in several congresses devoted
to human rights.
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