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Some issues within the ruling 

 

 
● Broad and vague terms: “inadequate, irrelevant, out of date 

or excessive”. 

 

● It allows the removal of legal (vs illegal) information.  

 

● A private entity makes the decision, not a judge 

 

● It does not set forth enough safeguards for public interest. 

 

How should we interpret this? 





Advisory Council for the RTBF: 

 

1. What is the role of the person in public life 

 

1. Nature of the information 

● Higher protection of privacy: 

  Banking private information 

  Personal identifying information 

  Private information of minors 

● Higher protection of freedom of expression 

  Political speech 

  Information on criminal activity 

  Information in a historic archive 

   

3. Source 

● Special protection for journalistic information 

● Information of governmental websites 

 

4. Time frame 

 For example: a minor crime committed some time ago. 

   

 

 

 

 





 

Three years after Costeja, what is the RTBF today?  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Defamation, privacy or personal data? 

News or data? 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 



Google Confidential and Proprietary 

 

 

 

Guidelines from European Data Protection Authorities 

● Global removals: the RTBF is 

applicable globally (not only to 

EU domains). 

 

 

 

● Notice and transparency: 

Search engines must refrain from 

informing webmasters that the 

contents of their search results 

have been removed. 
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As a conclusion 

The so called RTBF does not seem to be the answer 

 

 

● It confuses honor with personal data protection 

● It privatices justice and the balancing of rights 

● Webmasters are in a better position to defend their 

own contents 

● More information, not less: the answer may be to 

update information 

● Sovereignty? The most restrictive country will 

define the right to know of the rest 

● Information unavailable for historical research 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 


