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Overview 

• Who is the DPC 
• What we do 
• Why the Bitlist 
• Process 
• Examples 
• Findings 
• Conclusion 
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...a secure digital legacy... 
 
• Not for profit 
• Member owned, member run 
• International, vendor neutral 
• Cross-sector, cross-discipline 

The Digital Preservation Coalition 
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UKLA 
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Together we do 6 things …
• Advocacy: raising awareness about digital 

 preservation 
• Community Engagement: a mutually-

 supportive, global DP community 
• Workforce Development: competent and 

 responsive workforces 
• Capacity building: high quality and 

 sustainable digital preservation 
• Good practice and standards: making 

 digital preservation achievable 
• Governance: A stable and trusted platform 

 for collaboration 
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Advocacy… 
• The BitList (more in a moment!) 
• Digital Preservation Awards 
• IDPD 
• Public policy consultations 
• Press and media 
• Internal Advocacy 
• #nodigitaldarkage 
• Business Case Toolkit 
• … 
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Community … 
• ‘Dating Agency’ 
• Webinars 
• FailClub 
• Email lists 
• Blogs 
• Wiki 
• … 
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Skills … 
• DP Handbook 
• Getting Started  
• Making Progress 
• Leadership Programme 
• Student Conference 
• … 

handbook.dpconline.org
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Capacity … 
• Email Preservation Task Force 
• PDF Validation 
• JPEG 2000 
• Social media 
• Transactional data 
• Briefing Days 
• Technology Watch Reports 
• … 
 

dpconline.org/knowledge-base 
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Standards … 
• Certification and review 
• Accreditation 
• OAIS Community Wiki 
• … 
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Trusted platform … 
• Board  
• Representative Council 
• Thematic Subcommittees 
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The #BitList 
 
also known as the ‘Global List of 
Digitally Endangered Species’ 
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Digital Preservation typically makes bleak reading … 

Your details here: ……………………………….. 
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…very bleak reading: 
e.g. the Digital Dark Age 
 
Dark Ages II shows why our data is at far 
greater risk than we've ever imagined―and 
envisions a frightening future, where so 
much critical information is lost that 
civilization itself could collapse. 

Tempting? 
• Gets attention 
 
Realistic? 
• Coming soon: the apocalypse 
• The disk / tape / cat that never dies 
• Ignores some really great work… 
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REALLY GREAT WORK 
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REALLY CLEVER PEOPLE 
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MORE THAN TEN YEARS
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And still … 
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No digital black hole 
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We want to set the agenda
 
 
Two simple initiatives to draw 
attention to good work and 
focus on what needs done: 
 
• International Day of Digital 

Preservation 30th November 
• TheBitList  
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The Global List of Digitally Endangered Species 
#bitlist - background 

• Proposal from DPC advocacy committee 
• Modelled on the ‘Red List’ 
• Eight categories: 
• Mix of successes and challenges 
• Mix of types, mix of risks 
• Created from scratch 
• If it works, updated annually 
• (invitation to ICA!) 
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The Global List of Digitally Endangered Species 
#bitlist - process 

• Nominations in September 
 (circa 100 proposals) 
• Jury met three times in October 
 (20 members, 3 continents, 7 
 countries) 
• List finalised and reviewed in 

November 
• Published 30th November 2017 
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The Global List of Digitally Endangered Species 
#bitlist – some examples     

• Born digital news coverage 
• US environmental data 
• Scientific research data 
• Amstrad PCW from late 1980’s 
• ESRI Shape Files 
• WhatsApp conversations 
• Files on Google Drive 
• Media Art 
• Community Archives 
• … 
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Criteria 

• Assessment of significance by nominator 
• Assessment of wider significance  
• Viability of Proposal 
• Likelihood of loss 
• Inevitability of loss 
• Impact of loss to nominator 
• Wider consequence of loss 
• Imminence of Loss 
• Star Quality 
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Categories 

Cenzontle 

Axolotl 

Practically 
extinct 

Critically 
Endangered 

Endangered 

Vulnerable 

Lower Risk 

Preservation Dependent 

Near Threatened 

Least concern 
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Classes 
• Police and Judiciary Records 
• Digital Radio Recordings 
• Born Digital Photos 
• Teletext and related 
• Gaming 
• Domesday part two 
• Community Content 
• Portable Magnetic Media 
• Politically Sensitive Data 
• Personal and Family Records 

 

• Corporate Intranets and related 
• Smart Phone Apps 
• Local Government and Government 

Agency Records 
• Digital Music Production and Sharing 
• Media Art 
• Social Media 
• Research outputs 
• Non-magnetic portable media 
• Data from Proprietary or Obsolete 

Software 
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Conclusion 

• Results will be announced on 30th November 
• Could the ICA run its own BitList for ICA 2018 
• DPC is very Europe centric – would global 

results mirror this years findings? 
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